Sam Ellis Atkins
January 26, 1922 - May 5, 2019

Sam Ellis Atkins, 97, passed away Sunday, May 5, 2019, at his residence at Traceway
Manor Retirement Community. A native and life-long resident of Lee County, he was born
in Shannon, January 26, 1922, to Murrell Bowden and Charlie Estes Atkins. In 1939, he
graduated as valedictorian from Shannon High School. On May 8, 1949, he married Anna
Bell Morgan and they shared 67 years together. Sam served as an Army Sergeant in the
Headquarters Squadron of the 433rd Troop Carrier Group with the 5th Army Air Corps in
the Pacific during World War II and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific
ribbon with two bronze stars for the New Guinea and Philippine Campaigns. He worked 41
years at TKE Drug Store and 19 years at JC Penny before leaving to help care for his
wife. He was a Master Mason for 70 years. Sam loved working in his flower beds and
spending time with his wife and family. He was a long-time active member of Harrisburg
Baptist Church where he taught 4 year old Sunday school for 40 plus years, had perfect
attendance in Sunday School for 63 years and in 2016 was recognized as Deacon
Emeritus.
Survivors include two sons, David Atkins of Tupelo and Sammy Atkins and his wife, Nita of
Tupelo; four granddaughters, Sonya Burnett and her husband, William of Saltillo, Shea
Wright and her husband, Kevin of Trussville, Alabama, Beth Howe and her husband,
Jonathan of Franklin, Tennessee and Keri Hatfield and her husband, Josh of Fulton; 11
great-grandchildren, Blake Burnett, Bryce Burnett, Bennett Wright, Anna Kate Wright,
Ethan Howe, Parker Howe, Micah Howe, Avery Howe, Caleb Hatfield, Clay Hatfield and
Addison Hatfield; niece, Diane Dobbs; and nephew, James Petty.
His wife, Anna Atkins preceded him in death on January 14, 2017.
Visitation will be from 5 until 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, 2019 at W.E. Pegues, Tupelo.
Services honoring his life will be 11 a.m. Wednesday, May 8, 2019 at the Jefferson Street
Chapel of W.E. Pegues with Rev. David Smith officiating. Graveside services will follow in
Lee Memorial Park.

Pallbearers will be James Petty, Tommy Chandler, James Wildmon, Dick Guyton, Charlie
Greer and Burdell Jones.
Memorials may be made to the AFA – Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, 322 Eighth
Avenue, 7th Floor New York, NY 10001.
The service will be live streamed and recorded for those who may not be able to attend at
http://www.peguesfuneralhome.com.
Expressions of sympathy may be left at http://www.peguesfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Oh, David, I have just been made aware of Mr. Sam&#39;s passing. He was one of
the first people I met at Harrisburg when I joined in 1984. I remember I was so
excited when my daughter, Meg Dennis Russell, was finally old enough to have him
as a Sunday school teacher. I loved watching the slide show. Such an amazing man
who meant so much to so many people. Prayers of comfort for you and all the family.
Prayers of thanksgiving that we know he is present with the Lord.

Suzanne Sturdivant (Dennis) Ballard - May 25, 2019 at 10:50 PM

“

Kenneth E Posey - May 20, 2019 at 04:35 PM

“

I will always remember Mr. Sam and his loving spirit. Most of all, I will remember his
love for the Lord and the many children that he taught and served faithfully in his 4 yr
old SS classes over the years. It is wonderful to know that he is now in the place with
the Lord he taught so many about! Who know how many lives he touched over the
years? He did touch mine!

Martha Thomas - May 16, 2019 at 06:46 PM

“

Mr. Sam was one of the nicest people we've ever met. It was an honor to know him.
May God bless the family and friends with peace in the knowledge that this parting is
temporary. There will be a glad reunion day for those who die &quot;in the
Lord&quot;!

Lannie & Kathy Johnson - May 08, 2019 at 02:41 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Sam passing. He was a wonderful man and a true gentleman.
I worked with him for many years at jcPenney. There were so many things that he did
that no other man at the store did. He would run to open door for ladies with a smile
on his face. When Mrs. Anna was in store , they would walk around holding hands
like teenagers. He would bring those beautiful flowers to my dept, because he knew
how much i love flowers. He was an inspriration to me and always made my day
better. He is happy with his Ms Anna.

ada shumpert - May 08, 2019 at 12:51 PM

“

May the God of all comfort be with you at this difficult time. 2 Cor 1:3,4
https://tv.jw.org/#en/mediaitems/VODMinistryTools/pub-imv_4_VIDEO

Linda - May 08, 2019 at 09:52 AM

“

I’m so saddened to hear of Mr. Sam’s passing! I worked with at JCPenney. He was
the most kind hearted man and so full of life! He will be greatly missed. My thoughts
and prayers are with his family during this time of loss.

Christie Strain - May 07, 2019 at 05:47 PM

“

I was so sorry to read about Mr. Sam. I remember, as a child, going to TKE to get
candy and snacks on Wednesday afternoons before church and he was always so
kind to the children. May he rest in peace.

Heather Walters - May 07, 2019 at 10:38 AM

“

Oh, how I loved Mr. Sam! Thousands of children's (and former children’s) faces light
up today at the thought of him and Mrs. Anna. He was a blessing to all who were
fortunate enough to meet him. My heart aches for your loss, but what a reunion that
must have been in Heaven. Well done, good and faithful servant!

Jenny Tubb Trock - May 07, 2019 at 10:21 AM

“

Praying for you and your family during this difficult time.

Stan McCarver - May 06, 2019 at 05:36 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Mr Sam. What a wonderful man he was and had a long and
happy life and is now in his Heavenly home with his Anna. Our prayers for peace
&amp; comfort for all the family during this time.

Jerry & Priscilla King - May 06, 2019 at 05:14 PM

“

I am so very sorry in the loss of Mr. Sam!! I will never forget him and Mrs. Anna
teaching us in Training Union at Harrisburg. Such a sweet Christian man and will be
missed by many people. David you and your family will be in my thoughts and
prayers. take care! Linda B. White

Linda B. White - May 06, 2019 at 12:42 PM

