Michael William Lail
January 30, 1962 - October 26, 2019

Tupelo- Michael William Lail, 57, died peacefully at home, Saturday, October 26, 2019. He
was born in North Carolina on January 30, 1962 to Fred William and Peggy Ann Fox Lail.
His job as an Industrial Engineer for Basset Furniture led him to Mississippi. After working
for a few other furniture businesses in the area, he settled at Deville Furniture in Pontotoc,
where he met his wife, Michelle Williams. They married on May 15, 1993. Most recently,
Mike was the proud owner of, Mytek Project Management where he worked as an
independent contractor. He was known around Tupelo for his boisterous personality and a
knack for telling it like it is. He was always willing to lend a helping hand. He loved
cooking, and you could often find him at Kroger picking up ingredients for dinner. He also
enjoyed fly-fishing, musical instruments, Mississippi State football and volunteering with
Tupelo Running Club. He was always finding an animal to rescue, and greatly loved his
dogs and cats. He attended The Orchard Tupelo with his family. Survivors include his wife,
Michelle Lail of Tupelo; daughters, Mathilda Lail of Tupelo, and Mackenzie Lail of Tupelo;
mother, Peggy Johnson and her husband, Terry; two brothers, Brad Lail (Stacy) and
Jonathan Lail (Ashley); in-laws, Jane Crausby (Max) and John Williams (Patty); five
sisters in-law, Teresa Williams, Karla Parham (Greg), Lisa Corder (Gary), Barbara Biffle
(David Rhea) and Tina Clark (David); brother in-law, Steve Crausby; sixteen nieces and
nephews, Keagan Lail, Sierra Lail, Grayson Lail, Ada Lail, Lawson Lail, Brandon Fulgham
(Julianna), Nichole McCollum, Madison Parham, Max Parham, Molly Parham, Brittnei
Clowers, Brook Long (Jason), Natalie Allen (Dean), Summer Corder, Zach Corder (Shrie),
Katelyn Collier (Chance); and many other family members who loved Michael very much.
He was preceded in death by his father, Fred Lail. Visitation will be 5 until 8 p.m. Tuesday,
October 29, 2019 at W.E. Pegues, Tupelo. Services honoring his life will be 11 a.m.
Wednesday, October 30, 2019 at The Orchard Tupelo with Bro. Bryan Collier and Bro. Will
Rambo officiating. Burial will be in Tupelo Memorial Park. W.E. Pegues Funeral Directors
is in charge of the arrangements. Pallbearers will be Fred Cannon, Kevin Kirkpatrick,
Steve Fandel, David Branner, Bryan Metcalfe, Malcom Vaugh, Bill Gabriel, Frank Reinhart,
and Richard Royce. Honorary Pallbearers are his Café 212 Wednesday Morning Coffee
Group. Memorials may be made to the Tupelo-Lee Humane Society, 2795 Cliff Gookin
Blvd, Tupelo, MS 38801. Expressions of sympathy may be left at http://www.peguesfunera

lhome.com.

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

June 24, 2020 at 08:03 PM

“

May 29, 2020 at 01:08 PM

“

I just found out about Mike and my heart is broken. I work for Ashworth Awards and
the new Tupelo Marathon race director just informed me. Mike and I worked on his
marathon medals and we shared our love for music, his guitars and grilling and our
dogs.Mike was a beautiful person and I always enjoyed out conversations and every
Aug 16th I would send him a note of the anniversary of the passing of Elvis. I just
recently dressed up as the King last week for the Running USA Conference in Las
Vegas. I was thinking of him often when I did it and sadly did not know he was
watching me from the heavens. I'm very sorry for your loss. I will never forget him.
John Breen Ashworth Awards

John Breen - February 21, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

There was only one Mike Lail!!! I am going to miss this man!!!!What an angel heaven
got!!!!

Bonnie Partridge - November 05, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

It was such a shock to hear that Mike passed away. I knew Mike many years ago in
Newton, NC. He meant a great deal to me and so many in Newton-Conover. Will
always remember his smile and sense of humor. Memories will never die and for that
I am grateful.

Lesley Holshouser Burnham - October 31, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember when Mike was born. He was my first cousin. I watched him grow up and
spent many holidays with him at our grandparents. We lost touch when he moved to
Mississippi. I smiled to read about him in his obituary. He's gone much too soon. I am
so very sorry for the grief felt by all those that loved him, especially his wife, two
daughters, and mother.

Daphne Killian Harbinson - October 30, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Mike’s family

Terrie Arrigo - October 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Peggy, Brad and John, I am saddened by your loss but I can hear Fred saying, boy
where you been...I have many memories of Mike and the Lail family..take care and
God Bless...Michael Roberts,aka woolly

Michael Roberts - October 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Prayers for sweet Michelle and girls... we love you bunches

Carol & Steve Williams - October 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Carla and I are saddened to hear of Mike's passing. Mike and I worked together for a
number of years at Yarborough and Co. We always had good natured banter about
Ole Miss and State sports. Prayers continue for Michelle and family. God bless.

Mark Chandler - October 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Peggy, I was sorry to read about Michael's passing this morning. I wish that I
had known him back in the day. I know you are so proud of his life and will miss him
terribly. People in Catawba County will be praying for you and your family during this
sad time.

Nancy H Holcomb - October 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Mike always brightened our days with his smile and wit when we were in high school.
We were just speaking about him with fond memories on Saturday at a multi-class
reunion in Newton, NC...before we heard the news of his passing. He was always on
the go and enjoyed life to the fullest, with a love for his family like no other. We have
lost a friend, but Heaven has gained a special angel. Love and prayers to each of
you.

Clifton & Tracy Thornton - October 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry for your lost.. Thinking of you and the girls..

Sheila Pugh - October 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Thoughts, Love, and Prayers For Family and Friends.

Alisa (Lisa) Baird - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Michelle, I am so sorry to hear about Mike. He and Nicky were running friends and I
always thought so much of you. You are in my prayers and thoughts. God bless you
and your family. Until we see them again.

Iva Bishop - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

We at Rod's Racers, LLC would send out throughts and prayers to the Lail Family
and the Tupelo Running Club family. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the
Lord's. - Romans 14:8

Rod Simmons - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so saddened to hear this news. Mike was known and loved by runners all over
the country. As a race director, he was the first contact a lot of visitors had with
Tupelo and Mississippi and he certainly was a fine ambassador! My condolences to
the family.

Phil Min - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

As I have Mentioned, another Great Man in our History Book. I just watched the
video memorial and smiled throughout. I thought, wow, They have caught Mike in a
ton of memorable moments, then I realized, it was easy, Mike made those moments
memorable. He had that way about him. A blessing to all who knew him. I am sorry
for the Loss and Void the Family must be experiencing, I am Grateful for Salvation,
and know that we have a Cheerleader in Heaven pulling for us down here. God
Bless and Be with you All. Jon and Susie

JonMcClure - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Mike was a very special guy and I loved his sense of humor. So sorry for all our loss
in his passing. You are all in my prayers.

Mark Mann - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Mike was a terrific person. He was the sweetest guy in high school. My deepest
sympathy for your loss.

Tracie Wien - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Mike. He brightened my day every time that I saw him.
His sense of humor was priceless. I will miss him. Praying for his family.

Angie Huffstatler Maupin - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the entire Lail family. I know he loved his girls so very
much and was very proud to be your Dad. Mike was a dear friend of mine from
Newton, NC and will be missed by so many. Thank you for all the smiles, laughs and
great memories Mike! Until we meet again................

Lisa Blaser - October 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Mike was there every Wednesday morning at cafe 212 for coffee club. I will miss his
wit and humour. RIP my friend.

Jay Dey - October 27, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so saddened by the sudden loss of this young man! Praying for his beautiful
family in the days and years to come as they cherish the memories he left
behind!God bless and keep them!

Mary Jo Hinton - October 27, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of your loss. God be with you in the days ahead.

Randy and Karen Davis - October 27, 2019 at 12:00 AM

