Betty Hickman
January 2, 1927 - December 11, 2020

Betty Jean Hickman, 93, died Friday, December 11, 2020 at Avonlea Assisted Living. She
was born January 2, 1927 in Wynne, Arkansas to Frances Howard and Ollie Safley Stotts.
Betty had a very vibrant personality and sense of humor. She also was very “old school
and traditional” and never missed an opportunity to give you her opinion. She will definitely
be remembered for her feistiness. She enjoyed gardening, watching golf and football on
the television and loved animals. She was a member of First Christian Church.
Survivors include her daughter-in-law, Melanie Hickman of Tupelo; two grandchildren,
Martin Hickman and his wife, Cass, of Nashville, Tennessee and Cody Hickman and his
wife, Amy, of Batesville; six great-grandchildren, Saffley, Oliver, Brooks, Cohen, Rainer
and Marlowe Hickman; and nephew, Jim Stotts and his wife, Maribeth, of Missouri.
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Bill Hickman; her only son, Steve
Hickman; sister, Velma Storey ; and brother, Howard Stotts, Jr.
Private graveside services will be Monday, December 14, 2020 in Oak Hill Cemetery in
Huntingdon, Tennessee with Rev. Chris McAlilly officiating. W.E. Pegues Funeral Directors
is in charge of the arrangements.
Honorary pallbearers will be Saffley, Oliver, Brooks, Cohen, Rainer and Marlowe Hickman.
Memorials may be made to the Tupelo-Lee Humane Society, P.O. Box 2143, Tupelo, MS
38801.
The family would like to express their most sincere appreciation to the residents and staff
of Avonlea for their friendship and care.
Expressions of sympathy may be left at www.peguesfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

What a wonderful lady. My first knowledge of Betty was as a very small boy. She was
Mrs. Hickman and she and Dr. Hickman lived in a house that served as Dr.
Hickman's office close to the intersection of Gloster and Jackson Street in Tupelo. I
can remember a summer night as a small child being at their house with my mom
and dad and Dr. Hickman was sitting in a rocking chair and rocked over a small cat
and killed it. Both Betty and the doctor were so upset by the accident.
I can remember sitting in church services at First Christian Church and during the
pastor's sermon the church phone began to ring. W. L. Wood got up and went to
answer. When the sermon had concluded W. L. Wood said "that was Betty on the
phone calling from the hospital (I think Memphis) and Dr. Bill Hickman has just died.
She knew everyone in the congregation would want to know". Dr. Hickman was
probably the first person in my life as a young boy (about 10) that I could relate to
that had died. A lasting memory.
Years passed and Mrs. Hickman became Betty. I will always remember her as a
strong will person who loved First Christian Church. I drive towards the mall today
and always look for the street sign that says Hickman Drive where she lived as the
only house on the street for many years.
The last conversation I had with her was about a year ago when she called to talk
and ask me some financial advice.
My life has been enriched by knowing not only Betty but Dr. Bill and Steve.
God bless the family
David Williams

David Williams - December 13, 2020 at 10:06 AM

“

Betty moved into the room next to my mother Florence pavone and how I wished it
was sooner. My mother was a loner and would hardly attend any activities Avonlee
had but after they were introduced, Betty would encourage and sometimes insists
that my mom went. Mom looked forward to visiting with her and they would check in
on each other when one wasn’t feeling well. So sorry for your loss...

debbie stevens - December 13, 2020 at 08:36 AM

“

What a dear lady Betty was! She is safely home now and enjoying a huge reunion.
My prayers to your family.
Angela Askew White

Angela A White - December 12, 2020 at 04:34 PM

